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tribute all along to the central part which castration fear comes
to play in the climax of the Oedipus situation. Furthermore,
the boy experiences grief and sorrow in relation to his father as a
loved object, because of his impulses to castrate and murder him.
For in his good aspects the father is an indispensable source of
strength, a friend and an ideal, to whom the boy looks for pro-
tection and guidance and whom he therefore feels impelled to
preserve. His feelings of guilt about his aggressive impulses
towards his father increase his urge to repress his genital desires.
Again and again in the analyses of boys and men I have found
that feelings of guilt in relation to the loved father were an integral
element of the Oedipus complex and vitally influenced its out-
come. The feeling that his mother too is endangered by the
son's rivalry with the father, and that the father's death would be
an irreparable loss to her, contributes to the strength of the boy's
sense of guilt and hence to the repression of his Oedipus desires.
Freud, as we know, arrived at the theoretical conclusion that
the father, as well as the mother, is an object of the son's libidinal
desires. (Gf. his concept of the inverted Oedipus complex.)
Moreover, Freud in some of his writings (among his case histories
particularly in the * Analysis of a Phobia in a Five-Year-Old
Boy', 1909) has taken account of the part which love for his father
plays in the boy's positive Oedipus conflict. He has, however,
not given enough weight to the crucial role of these feelings of
love, both in the development of the Oedipus conflict and in its
passing. In my experience the Oedipus situation loses in power
not only because the boy is afraid of the destruction of his genital
by a revengeful father, but also because he is driven by feelings of
love and guilt to preserve his father as an internal and external
figure.
I will now briefly state my conclusions about the girl's Oedipus
complex. The phase in which, according to Freud, the girl is
exclusively attached to her mother already includes, in my view,
desires directed towards her father and covers the early stages of
the inverted and positive Oedipus complex. While I therefore
consider this phase as a period of fluctuation between desires
directed towards mother and father in all libidinal positions, there
is no doubt in my mind as to the far-reaching and lasting influence
of every facet of the relation to the mother upon the relation to
the father.
Penis envy and the castration complex play an essential part
in the girl's development. But they are very much reinforced by
frustration of her positive Oedipus desires. Though the little
girl at one stage assumes that her mother possesses a penis as a
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